A simple procedure for demonstrating the overall morphology of fibroblasts in routine histological preparations of adult tissues, using silver impregnation.
A silver impregnation procedure for the total visualization of fibroblasts, with all their processes, is described. The method is applicable to routine formalin-fixed paraffin sections, or to formalin-fixed or native cryostat sections. The results are illustrated with examples from loose and dense connective tissue. Fibroblasts are visualized as cells with long, branching dendritic processes. The fibroblasts maintain contact with each other via these processes, thus forming a reticulum of cells, even in adult connective tissue.